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Legislative & Policy Committee
Resolution #10-19

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY BOARD
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

RE: RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING WILL COUNTY’S 2010
FEDERAL AGENDA & PRIORITIES

WHEREAS, Will County, lllinois is the second (2™) fastest growing county, out of 102
counties, in the State of lllinois for the period from 2000 to 2005; and

WHEREAS, the County has experienced an increase in population of 16.8% from the
census in 2000 to 2004 as well as an additional 4.1% from 2004 to 2005; and

WHEREAS, Will County, lllinois is ranked 14 out of the 100 United States counties with the
largest numerical population increase from July 2004 to July 2005; and

WHEREAS, Will County’s growth has placed tremendous stress on our local infrastructure,
both human and physical, and has created a back log of critical needs; and

WHEREAS, the Will County Board Legislative Committee has worked diligently to identify
those priorities to be considered for inclusion in the 2010 Federal Agenda of Will County, lllinois;
and

WHEREAS, the Will County Board Legislative Committee and the Will County Executive
recommend the attached list of priorities for inclusion in Will County’s Federal Agenda for 2010.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Will County Board hereby establishes the
attached list of priorities set forth as the 2010 Federal Agenda for Will County, lllinois.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Preamble of this Resolution is hereby incorporated
herein as if fully set forth. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and
approval as provided by law.

Adopted by the Will County Board this 21° day of January, 2010.

Vote: Yes No Pass (SEAL)

Nancy Schultz Voots
Will County Clerk

Approved this day of , 2010.
Lawrence M. Walsh
Will County Executive

Res Establishing 2010 Federal Agenda & Priorities 21Jan10
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Will County FY 2011 Executive Summary

PUBLIC HEALTH

Will County Health Department Mentally Il & Substance Abuse Program Pages
Will County requests $500,000 in funding from the Department of Health & Human Services’
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration (SAMHA) program. This funding will be
used by the Will County Health Department in Joliet to develop community based services
including intervention and treatment programs for patients, including Veterans, experiencing
chronic mental illness and substance abuse disorders concurrently.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Will County Sheriff’s Office — (Phase II) Integrated Criminal Justice Initiative Pages
Will County requests $690,000 in FY 2011 funding for Phase II development of the Integrated
Criminal Justice Information System from the Department of Justice’s COPS. The initiative will
enhance the organizational and operational needs of independent county criminal justice
departments by bringing them together as a single group to achieve the critical task of sharing
pertinent data in a timely/effective manner. The system will also link local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies, leading to improved information and intelligence sharing.

Will County Sheriff’s Office —~ Squad Car In-Car Cameras Page
The Will County Sheriff’s Office requests $300,000 in funding from the Department of Justice’s
COPS’ account to provide 65 patrol cars with in-car cameras, which would increase both the
safety and effectiveness of the members of the Will County Sheriff’s Office.

TRANSPORTATION

County Highway 83 (80™ Avenue) Reconstruction Page
Will County requests $1,180,000 in funding from the Department of Transportation’s Federal
Highway Administration to begin the planning and preliminary engineering of Phase I of the
County Highway 83 roadway reconstruction and grade separation reconstruction. This funding
request meets an infrastructure need for Will County as traffic continues to increase along County
Highway 83 (80" Avenue).

Bell Road Corridor Improvements Page
Will County requests $960,000 in funding from the Department of Transportation’s Federal
Highway Administration to begin the Phase II design of the intersection of Bell Road and 143%
Street. The purpose of this project is to improve the intersection’s substandard geometry in order
to improve the capacity of the intersection and the safety of the motoring public.
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Multi-Jurisdictional Land-Use Plan for Airport Page
Will County requests $450,000 in funding from the Department of Transportation’s Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) to begin planning for the creation of a multi-jurisdictional land-
use plan for the eventual footprint of the new airport in Peotone. If funded, the Will County
Aviation/Transportation Planning and Policy Department will begin work on this important
planning study within the fiscal year.

Weber Road (County Highway 88) at (F.A.L Route 55) Interchange Study Page
The County of Will along with the municipalities of Bolingbrook and Romeoville and the Illinois
Department of Transportation are seeking $79 million from the reauthorization of the federal
surface transportation bill to fund design engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and construction
for the reconstruction of this regionally important interchange and approach roadway
improvement project.

Laraway Road (County Highway 74) Corridor Improvement Project Page
Will County requests $10 million from the reauthorization of the federal surface transportation
bill for the Preliminary Engineering Study (Phase I) of the 12.5 mile Laraway Road corridor
between U.S. Route 52 and Harlem Avenue.

LAND USE & INFRASTRUCTURE

DuPage River Flood Study Page
Will County requests $1,000,000 from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to begin a phased
restudy of the DuPage River. This study is critical to the County’s economic viability and to the
safety of the thousands of residents this River impacts.

Water Viability Study Page
Will County requests $990,000 from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to fund a water
supply status and planning report for Will County, which is critically important to the County’s
future development because of the possibility that there may be a potential drinking water
shortage.

WRDA - Prairie Creek Page
This project would consist of Hydrologic and Hydraulic modeling to be developed based on
current land uses, drainage patterns and engineering practices. Based Flood Elevations and flows
would be generated from this modeling. This project would provide the County with a
comprehensive and complete study of the watersheds, which has been lacking as the County has
used a piecemeal approach to creek and stream analysis.

WRDA -~ Fiddyment Creek Pages
Debris removal and stream bank stabilization through native vegetation establishment are the
primary activities involved in the Fiddyment Creek Maintenance Project. The main objective of
this project is to remove the debris and to protect and enhance stream banks along the creek. In
addition, the road crossings over the creek will be looked at to see if debris and sediment are
obstructing the flow through the drainage structures.
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WRDA - DuPage River Flood Study Page

This project would consist of Hydrologic and Hydraulic modeling to be developed based on
current land uses, drainage patterns and engineering practices. This computer modeling would
use the existing flood study on file for the reach of Dupage River that drains through DuPage
County. The flood study on file is severely outdated and as recent flooding has indicated, must
be updated for the benefit of private home owners and local businesses.

Economic Development Study Page

Will County is requesting $350,000 in funding from the Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to undertake an Economic Development Planning Initiative
(Plan) for the County. The need for the Plan arises from the abundant growth in activity
Will County has experienced in the last few years centered on the freight transportation
industry.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Workforce Investment Act Reauthorization Pages
Will County requests that the Illinois Congressional Delegation, when considering the Workforce
Investment Act Reauthorization, maintain the current structure of the program, which gives
control of the workforce training program to local areas rather than the state. The County also
asks the Delegation to contact the Department of Labor to discuss additional funding under this
program to alleviate the stress that has been put on the program’s budget due to the record
demand.

WILL COUNTY

Will County Demographic TBD
Will County Board TBD
Key Contact Information TBD
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Will County Health Department
Mentally Ill & Substance Abuse Program

Request:

The Will County Health Department located in Joliet, Illinois is requesting $492,680
dollars in funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration, Center
for Substance Abuse Treatment for the enhancement of the comprehensive Co-occurring
Mental Illness/Substance Abuse Services (MISA) program. This program based on the
use of evidence based research literature has developed community based services
including outreach, intervention, and treatment programs for those consumers
experiencing chronic mental illness and substance abuse disorders concurrently.

This funding will provide the Will County Health Department with the necessary
resources to further expand and staff this program for MISA consumers, provide advance
training of staff familiar with evidence based practices.

Background:

Will County represent a geographic area which consists of both urban mid-size city, and
rural communities. The demographics show a population that is mixed, ethnically, with a
cultural diversity that also reflects socio-economic diversity. The city of Joliet is the 4®
largest city in Illinois (145,800), and nationally the 12" fastest growing city. Will County
is the second (2™) fastest growing county (out of 102 counties) in Illinois, and one of the
top five fastest growing counties in the United States. The estimated population in 2007
was 657,475. It is also the collar county that people from Chicago and Cook County are
moving to, in part, because of the availability of affordable housing, including Section
Eight housing. Due to this population growth and the displacement of individuals with
special needs, there is a critical need to expand mental health services in Will County.
Simply stated, the county’s growth is greatly outpacing the availability of much needed
services.

Residents below the poverty level: (Source Chicago Tribune)

e Will County — 38,694 people
e City of Joliet — 13,996

Uninsured residents in 2005:

¢ Will County — 82,311
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Current Program Description:

Serving the Will County areas the MISA Program provides community based outpatient
and off-site mental health and substance abuse services for those individuals who are
chronically mentally ill and chemically dependant and/or using and abusing
alcohol/drugs. In addition, the MISA Program serves family members and significant
others of those experiencing alcohol and drug problems.

The Program incorporates the following values and principles:

Seeks to protect the client’s rights and confidentiality.
Services provided are client-focused and community based.
Services shall be provided on and off-site.

No county resident will be refused MISA services.

The goals of the MISA Program are to provide supportive and case management services
(including assessment, referral and linkage, monitoring, advocacy, and crisis intervention,
as needed) that are intended to assist and empower the client in obtaining and maintaining
access and linkage to mental health, other needed community based services, and
resources needed to assist the client in living and functioning in the community. Intensity
level of services provided shall be individualized and based on the needs and services
needed by the client.

Program goals include the following:

1. To achieve and maintain clinical stability and compliance with recommended
treatment and services; to improve and/or maximize to the fullest extent possible,
the client’s level of functioning.

2. To assist the client whenever possible, in becoming economically self-sufficient;
to prevent and/or decrease unnecessary or inappropriate inpatient psychiatric
hospitalizations.

3. To provide and assist the client in referral and linkage with assessed and
identified services and/or community resources based on client needs and
preferences.

4. To strive to provide a high level of continuity and consistency in service
care\delivery and coordination.

Clients are assigned to a primary counselor who completes an intake and assessment
process. The primary counselor will develop and implement the individual treatment
plan and provide services both on and off site. Services will be non-residential mental
health and substance abuse treatment consisting of face to face clinical services for adults
or adolescents. The frequency and intensity of such treatment shall depend on patient
needs and shall be a planned regimen of regularly scheduled sessions.

The MISA Program Case Management Program includes:

1. Ongoing assessments of persons served.
2. Assessment includes determining services and resources needed.
3. Outreach to individuals to encourage participation in program.
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4. Direct provision of or coordination or assistance in crisis intervention situations
and crisis stabilization follow-up as indicated or needed.
5. Through community supports or linkages, assisting individuals in achieving their
optimal level of independence.
6. Assisting in, direct provision of, or coordinating transportation to needed services
Or resources.
7. Coordinating and/or assisting the individual in development and maintenance of
social / community networks.
8. Individual service activities are documented, monitored, and reviewed per review
of the individual’s individual treatment plan.
9. Assist in the coordination of medical and medication services as needed
(e.g. providing transportation to physician appointments, assist individual
in getting prescriptions filled, referral and linkage to medical care).
10. Coordination of health/ medical/dental care services.

Target Population - Adult
Adults 18 and older who meet the following criteria:

e Adults that are currently involved in the criminal justice system.
¢ Individuals who meet the admission criteria of ASAM treatment.

‘Target Population - Adolescent
Adolescents 12-17 years of age who meet the following criteria:

e Adolescents that are currently involved in the criminal justice system.
e All adolescents who have signs of mental illness and substance abuse.

Program Assurance of Fidelity:

The Will County Health Department understands that recovery from mental illness and
substance abuse should be the expected outcome of treatment. It supports the concept
that a diagnosis of mental illness need not preclude one from a satisfying, self-sufficient,
and productive life. The key element to success is the development of a vision that
includes a recovery agenda, the delivery of evidence based services which are culturally
competent, and the transformation of the service delivery system. It is critical that this
system is consumer-driven and responsive.

The Will County Health Department follows the SAMHSA Seven Model Mental Health
Programs and the guidelines which constitute fidelity to the model. These programs are
as follows:

#1. Psycho-Social Rehab (PSR)

#2. Integrated Dual Diagnosis Treatment (IDDT)

#3. Supportive Employment

#4. Family Psycho-education

#5. Medication Management Approaches in Psychiatry
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#6. Illness Management and Recovery

#7. Supportive Housing

It is also critical to grasp that the evolving understanding of the inter-relationship
between public health and mental health is fundamental to promoting overall health and
well-being. In 1999, the landmark Surgeon General’s Report on Mental Health
highlighted mental health as essential to achieving prosperity and reducing disability. In
the efforts to promote the public’s health, mental health promotion and the prevention of
mental illness must be included as part of the overall health of the community.

Subsequent reports by the President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health and
the Institute of Medicine have highlighted the need for accessible high quality mental
health services. As noted by the New Freedom Commission on Mental Health, “as future
opportunities emerge to transform health care in America, mental health care must be
considered part of the reform necessary to achieve optimal health benefits for the
American public.” All of these factors speak to the need for stronger collaboration
between public health and mental health authorities. These guiding principles are:

Education and Collaboration
Comprehensive Planning
Partnership '
Communications

Workforce Development
Data Collection

Access

Program Request/Budget:
e Recruitment of a 1.0 FTE MISA Program Manager.
e Enhancement of the Mental Health Linkage Case Management Services

which would allow for the hiring of a 1.0 FTE Mental Health Counselors I —
Case Managers and 1.0 FTE Linkage Mental Health Counselors II MISA

Specialist.

e Program Manager - $50,000 base salary
Mental Health Counselor II - $42,000 base salary
Mental Health Counselor I - $37,000 base salary

Salary Base $129,000
Benefits $59,000

Amount Budgeted $188.000

e Enhancement of the Psychiatric Services:
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Sixteen (16) Hours weekly of additional Psychiatrist time at $125.00 an hour

for an annual total of $96,000

Medication Program to be enhanced by $120,000
Amount Budgeted: $216,000

¢ MISA Consultation/training:
Amount Budgeted: $48,000

e Administrative Overhead (at 9% of $452,000) - $40,680

e Total for Will County Health Department  $492.680

Contacts at the Will County Health Department:

John Cicero, M.A.
Executive Director
Will County Health Department

Joseph E. Troiani, Ph.D., CADC
Division Director
Behavioral Health Programs

501 Ella Avenue
Joliet, Illinois 60433
Telephone (815) 727-8516
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Will County Integrated Criminal Justice Initiative

Request:

Will County requests $690,000 in FY 2011 funding for Phase II development of the
Integrated Criminal Justice Information System from the Department of Justice’s COPS.
The initiative will enhance the organizational and operational needs of independent
county criminal justice departments by bringing them together as a single group to
achieve the critical task of sharing pertinent data in a timely/effective manner. The
system will also link local, state and federal law enforcement agencies, leading to
improved information and intelligence sharing.

Background:

The Will County Integrated Criminal Justice Initiative is a multi-year $4.3 million multi-
phased, multi-jurisdictional project to facilitate the integration of disparate information
systems among Will County criminal justice departments into a core system capable of
data sharing under a Global Justice XML Model. The integration initiative represents a
cooperative venture between county, local, and state criminal justice entities with
representatives on the Will County Criminal Justice Integration Committee. The
Committee’s mission is to improve public safety and improve effectiveness, while
reducing expenses related to non-integrated criminal justice systems.

Previously, a substantial portion of Phase I was completed. The operational core
computer system has sufficient capacity to meet the full operational needs for the
Sheriff’s office if required. The system has been designed to allow for additional growth
and capacity as required. The initial plan to allow sharing of critical information and data
to six departments was expanded to include over twenty police departments and four
county agencies. The core system was located in a high security facility that included
backup systems to better ensure uninterrupted operation.

Phase 2 — Time Frame 2010 - 2011

Estimated budgetary needs for Phase two have been identified; however, funding sources
have not been identified. Phase two includes expansion of objectives completed during
2008 and 2009 and accounts for the overlap in time periods. This phase also expands the
functionality, critical data collection, and dissemination of data from the core system.
Objectives included in this phase include:

1) Formulate and test a data disaster recovery plan for core computer system.
2) Expand detailed information access to the Warrants and Order of
Protection System to all law enforcement agencies in Will County.
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3) Identify avenues to expand access to law enforcement agencies with
_ operations in the State of Illinois.

4) Expand public information to include WEB based inquiry on public
information and expand automated reporting capabilities for the general
public.

5) Conduct detailed GAP analysis of current county criminal justice
system(s).

6) Review and analyze all data formats for adoption of Global Justice XML
Data Model. This should include training and assistance from the Bureau
of Justice NIEM staff.

7 Conduct a review and analysis of 2008 projects implemented.

8) Finalize specifications of data links between Circuit Clerks System,
County Jail, and Sheriff’s Office Warrant and Order of Protection System.

9) Implement a new data link between the core system and the Circuit
Clerk’s Management System to pass updated data from the core system in
real time.

10)  Formalize plan for expansion of the core data system to incorporate an
Intelligence Module to meet Homeland Security Needs and Sheriff’s
Special Units.

11)  Begin conversion and implementation of new jail management
information system and linkage to other active criminal justice systems.

Phase 2 Budget Requirements
Description Required Local Federal Balance | Current
Funding Identified Funding Required | Status
Funding
Testing Disaster | $45,000 $45,000
Recovery
Finalizing RFP | $75,000 $75,000
and consultant
Expansion of $250,000 $250,000
Warrant &
Order of
Protection
Analysis of $25,000 $25,000
future needs
Completion of | $45,000 $45,000
data links
Intelligence $250,000 $250,000
module
Total $690,000 $690,000

10
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Phase 3 — Time Frame 2011 - 2012

Budgetary needs for Phase three have been identified; however, funding sources have not
been identified. Phase three continues to build on objectives completed during 2008 and
and 2009. Objectives included on this phase include:

1) Issue Request for Proposal (RFP), select vendor, and begin work on a total
county integrated system, which is linked to State and Federal systems.

2) Finalization for the consolidation of a County Criminal Justice Systems
into the centralized core system with functional data links to State and
Federal Criminal Justice Systems.

3) Expand direct access to the centralized core system to include all Criminal
Justice Agencies within the county and justice entities operating within the
state.

4) Upgrade or replace existing outdated and legacy data systems, ensuring
that replacement systems adhere to NIEM standards for data transfer.

5) Update the core system equipment for additional data loads and
incorporation of newer technology to reduce costs while improving
performance and reliability.

6) Conduct an independent review and analysis of 2008 and 2009 projects
implemented.

Phase 3 Budget Requirements
Description Required Local Federal Balance Current
Funding Identified Funding Required | Status
Funding
Integration $1,250,000 $1,250,000
Contract
Vendor Costs
Consolidation | $250,000 $250,000
of Systems
Expansion of $100,000 $100,000
access to
systems
Upgrades $150,000 $150,000
Second $20,000 $20,000
[ndependent
Analysis
Total $2,020,000 $2,020,000

11
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Phase 4 — Time Frame 2012 - 2013

Budgetary needs for Phase four have been identified; however, funding sources have not
been identified. Phase four includes a wrap-up of projects started in 2011 and 2012 and
accounts for the overlap in time periods. Objectives included on this phase include:

1) Completion of all software modules by vendor.
2) Final testing and implementation of all county components.
3) Testing and implementation of local access by Criminal Justice Agencies
within the county.
4) Testing and implementation for access and data sharing outside
Jjurisdictions.
5) Finalized testing of disaster recovery.

Phase 4 Budget Requirements

Description Required Local Federal Balance Current

Funding Identified | Funding Required Status
Funding

Integration $1,000,000 $1,000,000

Contract

Vendor Costs

Testing and $125,000 $125,000

implementation

Disaster $100,000 $100,000

Recovery

testing

Upgrades $150,000 $150,000

Second $20,000 $20,000

Independent

Analysis

Total $1,395,000 $1,395,000

Phase 5 — Time Frame 2014 - 2015

Other than staff time and final program evaluation, budgetary costs should be minimal. It
is the intent to pay the vendors only after completion of implementation of each software
component. Any outstanding work will need to be competed by the end of 2014.
Objectives in this phase include:

1) Completion of all software modules and outstanding issues with vendor.
2) Verification of implementation of all county components.
3) Verification of implementation of local access by Criminal Justice

Agencies within the county.

12
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4) Verification of implementation for access and data sharing outside
jurisdictions.
5) Final project evaluation by independent source.
Phase 5 Budget Requirements
Description Required Local Federal Balance Current
Funding Identified | Funding Required Status
Funding

Verification of | $50,000 $50,000
implementation
Final project $35,000 $35,000
evaluation
Total $85,000 $85,000

13
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Squad Car In-Car Cameras

Request:

The Will County Sheriff’s Office requests $300,000 in funding from the Department of
Justice to provide 65 patrol cruisers with in-car cameras, which would increase both the
safety and effectiveness of the members of the Will County Sheriff’s Office.

Background:

The Will County Sheriff’s Office Patrol/Enforcement Bureau operates with
approximately 270 squad cars. At the present time, out of the 270 squad cars, the
Sheriff’s Office only has 67 with in-car cameras.

In recent years, in-car camera systems in squad cars have proven to be invaluable in
providing evidence of criminal activity. Police officers with in-car cameras in their squad
cars have been able to provide prosecutors with factual evidence of criminal activity for a
myriad of offenses ranging from drunk drivers to felonious acts.

It is highly likely that local or state law enforcement will be the first to encounter an
international or domestic terrorist while performing police patrol activities. A prime
example of this is the apprehension of Timothy McVeigh. On April 19, 1995, Timothy
McVeigh blew up the Alfred P. Murray Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
As he fled from the scene of his crime, Oklahoma State Patrolman Charles Hanger
stopped him on a routine traffic stop for not having a valid driver’s license. He was
arrested for not having a valid driver’s license and carrying a concealed weapon. Several
days later he was identified as the domestic terrorist who performed the deadly bombing,
which killed 168 people and wounded hundreds more.

In February of 2008, 5 women were viciously murdered in a Lane Bryant Store located in
Tinley Park, Illinois. These women were brutally stabbed to death by a lone suspect.
The Will County Sheriff’s Office had squad cars in the vicinity of this brutal crime when
the 5 women’s bodies were discovered. It is highly probable that if these squad cars had
been equipped with in-car cameras, the suspects would have been captured on video
leaving the vicinity after this heinous crime.

In light of recent acts of international and domestic terrorism, it greatly behooves law
enforcement to have the tools necessary to record and document police encounters and
law enforcement activities. The ability of local and state law enforcement to record
encounters with the public has enhanced law enforcement. In-car cameras record
probable cause for making an arrest, an individual’s demeanor or activity and it also
documents actions taken by a police officer during an encounter with an individual or
individuals.

14
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County Highway 83 (80" Avenue) Reconstruction

Request:

Will County requests $1,180,000 in funding from the Department of Transportation’s
Federal Highway Administration to begin the planning and preliminary engineering of
Phase I of the County Highway 83 roadway reconstruction and grade separation
reconstruction.

This funding request meets an infrastructure need for Will County as traffic continues to
increase along County Highway 83 (80™ Avenue). County Highway 83 (80™ Avenue)
provides one of only two accesses across [-80 between the interchanges at U.S. Route 45
(LaGrange Road) and Harlem Avenue. Currently, the roadway carries an ADT of 16,200
vehicles between 191 Street and 183™ Street. With traffic volumes expected to increase
in this area, the capacity provided by the existing geometric configuration is substandard
and will only increase congestion and the crash rate in the coming years. The Will
County Board and the Will County Highway Department support this request.

Project Description:

The preliminary engineering services for this project include environmental surveys,
structural surveys, geometric planning, topographical surveys, and hydraulic surveys
culminating in the production of a Bridge Condition Report, a Hydraulic Report, an
Environmental Document, and a Project Development Report.

The preliminary engineering for 80" Avenue will take at least 2 years to complete with
federal process making it a multiyear project. Due to environmental purposes this project
does not lend itself to be broken into phases at this point in the process. This project is
currently programmed for County STR funding, which will allow for a $920,000 local
match. The total cost of Phase I Engineering is $2,100,000. The number of jobs created
through the Phase I Engineering process is 88.

Project Costs:

Phase I Engineering $ 2,100,000.00
Phase II Engineering $ 2,100,000.00
Phase III Engineering $ 1,400,000.00
ROW Acquisition $ 1,000,000.00
Construction $ 14,000,000.00

15






Legislative & Policy Committee
Resolution #10-19
Page 16 of 33

Bell Road Corridor Improvements

Request:

Will County requests $960,000 in funding from the Department of Transportation’s
Federal Highway Administration to begin the Phase II design of the intersection of Bell
Road and 143" Street.

The purpose of this project is to improve the intersection’s substandard geometry in order
to improve the capacity of the intersection and the safety of the motoring public. This
funding request meets an infrastructure and safety need for Will County. This
intersection consistently ranks as one of the worst intersections in the County for crashes.
Since 2006, there have been approximately 101 instances of property damage and 18
instances of personal injury including 1 fatality at this intersection. The Will County
Board and the Will County Highway Department support this request.

Project Description:

The overall project includes the reconstruction of the intersection (approximately 7100
feet in total length) to include 6 through lanes with dual left turn lanes on Bell Road and 4
through lanes with dual left turn lanes on 143™ Street. The project includes the signal
modernization of 3 intersections and the installation of barrier medians on all four legs.
The requested funds will be utilized to prepare plans and specifications for the overall
reconstruction of the Road.

This project will be a multiyear project due to the necessity of acquiring right-of-way, the
preparation and review of 3 sets of signal plans and the required review process of IDOT
to be let for construction. The project is the first phase of the four phase corridor
improvement of Bell Road between 159™ Street and 131° Street. The County hopes to
have Phase I design approval by June 2010, Phase II notice to proceed by January 2011
and the letting date by September 2012. From start to finish, the project is estimated to
create roughly 600 jobs—S50 jobs from Phase II engineering and 546 jobs from
construction & construction engineering.

Planning & Specification Cost:

Federal Request $ 960,000.00
County Match $ 240,000.00
TOTAL $ 1,200,000.00

16
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Multi-Jurisdictional Land-Use Plan for Airport

Request:

Will County requests $450,000 in funding from the Department of Transportation’s
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to begin planning for the creation of a multi-
jurisdictional land-use plan for the eventual footprint of the new airport in Peotone.

This funding request meets a need for Will County and the Will County Board supports
this request. If funded, the Will County Aviation/Transportation Planning and Policy
Department will begin work on this important planning study within the fiscal year.

Project Description:

Will County and the Villages of Beecher, Crete, Peotone, Monee and University Park
have begun planning for the creation of a multi-jurisdictional land-use plan encompassing
approximately a 6-township area surrounding the inaugural and ultimate airport
footprints. The land-use plan will cite various types of residential, commercial and
industrial developments in the most appropriate areas in the 6-township area based on the
future growth plans of the communities, the future growth area of the airport and the best
known location for the particular development’s type, size and needs. The plan will be
based on a 30 — year time horizon and will be updated every five years along with the
airport’s master plan.

The work program is divided into three modules. The first module will concentrate on
the unincorporated areas around the Villages and within this unincorporated area, the
ultimate airport footprint. The second module will focus on future growth areas within
the Village boundaries most likely to be affected by airport growth. The third module
will involve drafting the use regulations, zone districts and development standards that
each jurisdiction would adopt to help implement the plans.

It is the intent of this work program to help foster an environment in which the
communities around the airport can maximize the regional benefits of growth while
preserving their character and minimizing the potential adverse impacts of growth. This
planning will also ensure the preservation of the Ultimate airport footprint for potential
future growth through the adoption of appropriate zoning and the applications of
appropriate land-use ordinances at the County and Village levels. This type of planning
is strongly encouraged and supported by the Federal Aviation Administration.

17
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Weber Road (County Highway 88) at Stevenson Expressway (F.A.L

Route 55) Interchange Study

Request:

The County of Will along with the municipalities of Bolingbrook and Romeoville and the
[llinois Department of Transportation are seeking $79 million to fund design engineering,
right-of-way acquisition, and construction for the reconstruction of this regionally
important interchange and approach roadway improvement project.

Project Description:

The Illinois Department of Transportation has recently completed a construction project
that added lanes along F.A.I Route 55 between Illinois Route 53 and F.A.I Route 80.
This project did not include improvements to existing interchanges. One interchange that
needs improvement is the Stevenson Expressway interchange at Weber Road located
within the municipalities of Bolingbrook and Romeoville in Will County. Weber Road is
a Strategic Regional Arterial in that it provides access to the Stevenson Expressway for
commuters during morning and afternoon peak hour traffic times. Plus, it provides
access for traffic from various warehousing and industrial developments located along or
adjacent to the urbanized 9.5 mile length of Weber Road. The existing interchange
currently experiences significant congestion and safety problems. The existing traffic
volume (40,000 ADT) on Weber Road in the vicinity of the interchange is currently
higher than the existing four lane roadway can operationally or safely handle. As Will
County continues to grow and develop, the Weber Road corridor will keep expanding and
building commercial developments needed to handle growing commerce demands of the
metropolitan area. Weber Road through its interchange access to the Stevenson
Expressway ensures that movement of commercial products can be transported within the
Chicagoland metropolitan area economically and efficiently.

Current Status:

The County of Will, seeing the need for this study, is providing the funding for the
preliminary engineering (Phase I) study, which includes all required environmental
studies, to be conducted by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). Through
IDOT’s study and coordinating with the municipalities, the County of Will is working to
improve the operation and safety of the interchange and to determine what improvements
along Weber Road will be needed to ensure efficient movement of commercial goods,
while improving the safety for the motoring public. Once the IDOT preliminary
engineering (Phase I) study is completed, this request will fund the remaining phases of
improvement. This request will fund the design engineering (Phase II), ri t-of-way
acquisition, and construction (Phase III) which would also include construction
supervision.
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$ 4,000,000.00
$ 6,100,000.00

Right-of-way Acquisition $ 1,900,000.00
Construction $ 67,000,000.00
TOTAL $ 79,000,000.00
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Laraway Road (County Highway 74) Corridor Improvement Project —
U.S. 52 to Harlem Avenue

Request:

Will County requests $10 million for the Preliminary Engineering Study (Phase I) of the
12.5 mile Laraway Road corridor between U.S. Route 52 and Harlem Avenue.

Background:

The County is finalizing the feasibility study of this corridor. Laraway Road is a major
east-west corridor within Will County providing direct access to [-57. Currently,
Laraway Road carries between 7,000 and 11,000 vehicles daily through the area of the
County experiencing significant growth. The corridor consists of a two lane rural
highway, several existing signalized intersections with left turn lanes, and an at-grade
railroad crossing of the Norfolk-Southern Railroad. Land uses along the corridor consist
of large tracts of farmland, residential, commercial, and the Frankfort Airport.

Current Status:

As the County continues to experience both residential and commercial growth, our
County Highways will have to carry a majority of the increase in traffic. Traffic
projections for this corridor range from 16,000 to 29,000 vehicles daily by 2030. With
the farmland converting to residential and commercial developments, Laraway Road’s
two-lane configuration will be overwhelmed creating congestion and increasing crash
rates. To minimize the effects of projected increased traffic, Will County’s 2030 Plan
widens Laraway Road to a four-lane highway with a center median. Many of the
intersections will be upgraded to include channelization and in some instances traffic
signals.
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Will County Water Supply Planning Project

Request:

Will County requests $990,000 from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to fund
a water supply status and planning report for Will County, which is critically important to
the County’s future development because of the possibility that there may be a potential
drinking water shortage.

Background:

Will County’s population is projected to be over 1,000,000 by 2030 and the County’s
main water supply is a deep sandstone aquifer that is currently being pumped beyond its
capacity. Lake Michigan allocations are near their limit, and other water sources such as
shallow bedrock aquifers are not fully understood. The Water Supply Status and
Planning Report for Will County, to be completed by the Illinois State Water Survey, is
necessary for Will County to properly plan for sustainable growth.

Continued economic growth of Will County benefits not only Will County but the
Midwest region and country as a whole due to our position as a leading inland port.
Without reliable water source existing, commerce will not be maintained, and future
growth will not be possible. The recent Northeastern Illinois Water Supply Plan
(Looking Out To 2050) reveals that the Northeastern Illinois region may begin to
experience water shortages in the next 40 years.

Project Description:

Will County has requested the assistance of the Illinois State Geological and Water
Surveys through the Institute of Natural Resource Sustainability at the University of
lllinois, to research, study, author and publish a Topical Geologic and Hydrologic Study
for Will County. This study will have the following components which will form the
necessary framework for Will County to plan for sustainable water resources:

1) Geologic Mapping of the county’s shallow aquifers that are used by several
towns (e.g., Mokena, Frankfort, Manteno, New Lenox) and apparent decreasing
trend in hydraulic conductivity going into Cook County and the sensitivity of these
aquifers to contamination including ArcHydro and ArcGIS mapping products. The
estimated cost for this component of the study is $600,000 over a 3 year period.

2) Flow Modeling to predict contamination potential and trends and to determine
likely locations of future wells. This component may be divided into phases as
follows:

a. Database update of existing water withdrawals: $25,000, 6 months

b. Synoptic groundwater level measurement: $300,000, 2 years

¢. Development of a regional groundwater flow computer model: $500,000,
3 years
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Water Quality including examination of sulfide minerals with respect to potential for arsenic
liberation; the impact of pharmaceuticals and personal care products, coliform (presence and
origin), virus; and potential trends in deep aquifer quality (e.g., TDS, radium). This component
may be divided into phases as follows:

d.

e.

f.

Analysis of shallow water quality for contaminants: $100,000, 2-3
years

Analysis of sulfides in aquifers: $30,000, 1 year

Analyses of deep well water to further address potential trends in
deep aquifer quality: $45,000, 1 year

3) Development of a Kankakee River Accounting Tool for surface water withdrawal
planning: $100,000, 1 ¥ years.

4) Real-time modeling and participatory modeling/user outreach to help maintain a
useful and growing database. $100,000, ongoing throughout the 3 year study.

Funding Schedule:

The projected funding needs over the three year study period are as follows:

Year
1 2 3 Total

1. Mapping $250,000 | $200,000 | $150,000 |  $600,000
2. Modeling

a. Database $25,000 $25,000

b. Field Measurement $200,000 | $100,000 $300,000

c. Flow Model $75,000 | $175,000 | $250,000 $500,000
3. Water Quality

a. Shallow Contaminants $50,000 $25,000 $25,000 $100,000

b. Sulfides in Aquifers $30,000 $30,000

c. Deep Aquifer Trends $45,000 $45,000
4. Kankakee River
Accounting $75,000 | $25,000 $100,000
5. Outreach / Education $20,000 | $30,000| $50,000 $100,000
Total $495,000 | $685,000 | $620,000 | $1,800,000
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DuPage River Flood Study

Request:

Will County requests $1,000,000 from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to begin a
phased restudy of the DuPage River. This study is critical to the County’s economic
viability and to the safety of the thousands of residents this River impacts.

Background:

DuPage River is a river on the Western edge of Will County that has a severely outdated
flood study. The river and associated watershed drains roughly 113 square miles. The
river traverses both agricultural areas as well as urbanized/urbanizing areas with
countless homes, businesses and public property adjacent to the river.

Large numbers of private property owners in this watershed have complained to Federal,
State and Local Officials (Wheatland Township, Plainfield Township, Troy Township,
Channahon Township; the Villages of Plainfield, Shorewood, Minooka, and Channahon,;
the City of Joliet and Will County) that flooding events occur more often, more quickly,
and with more severity than in previous years. Review of available data reveals that river
flows have increased since 1982 (the year of the last full study of the DuPage River in
Will County) at a rate that outpaces any increase in precipitation.

Will County will seek U.S. Corps of Engineer funds from the Section 205 account. This
account covers studies, plans and specifications and construction. Will County is willing
to contribute a 35 percent match of the total project if that is required.

Will County is committed to a stormwater management program to protect the lives and
property of its residents. Will County contains rivers, creeks, and streams whose
watersheds have out of date flood studies; the flood flows and base flood elevations for
these rivers, creeks, and streams need updating.

Project Description/Benefits:

The total cost of the Flood Study is estimated to be approximately $5,000,000. The
County believes a phased approach works best because the project will take roughly 3
years to complete.

This project would consist of Hydrologic and Hydraulic modeling to be developed based
on current land uses, drainage patterns and engineering practices. This computer
modeling would use the existing flood study on file for the reach of Dupage River that
drains through DuPage County. The new study would also utilize the existing Flood
Insurance Study on file with FEMA.
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The results of this modeling would allow the County to have a continuous model of the
Upper and Lower Dupage River Watershed. More accurate Base Flood Elevations and
flows would be generated.

The Flood study analysis will allow the local government, and local FEMA agents, to
better understand the effects urbanization has had on this watershed. The restudy will
also allow for a more accurate flood emergency response plan, as well as, the
development of forecasting and warnings. Additionally, the restudy give the County and
other governmental organizations the ability to more accurately enforce flood control
policies and ordinances to help protect both public and private property.

All of these opportunities above can help save lives, property, and reduce the burden on

the National Flood Insurance Program by reducing claims and reducing the average cost
of a claim.
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WRDA - Prairie Creek Watershed Flood Study

Background:

Authorized by Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended; the Federal share
under this Corps of Engineers Program may not exceed $7 million for each project,
including studies, plans and specifications, and construction. A non-Federal sponsor is
required to contribute 35 percent of the total project costs, with a minimum cash
contribution of 5 percent. Work under this authority provides for local protection from
flooding by the construction or improvement of flood control works such as levees,
channels, and dams. Non-structural alternatives are also considered and may include
measures such as installation of flood warning systems, raising and/or flood proofing of
structures, and relocation of flood prone facilities.

Will County is committed to a stormwater management program to protect lives and
property of its residents. Will County contains some rivers, creeks, and streams whose
watersheds have out of date flood studies; the flood flows and base flood elevations for
these rivers, creeks, and streams need updating. The estimated cost of this project is
$750,000.

Introduction & Project Description:

Prairie Creek is located in central Will County. The creek and associated watershed
drains roughly 52 square miles. The full reach of the creek extends from the southern
boundaries of the Village of Frankfort southwesterly to I-55 near the City of Wilmington.
The creek traverses urbanized areas, but the majority of the watershed is a rural
landscape.

The absence of this documented information has, at times, constrained development and
adversely impacted the growth of the area’s tax base as well as causing area residents to
pay higher than necessary flood insurance premiums. There are several cities affected
by this project including: Green Garden, Manhattan, Wilton, Jackson, Florence,
Wilmington Townships; City of Wilmington, Village of Manhattan and the Village of
Frankfort. While individual sections of the creeks and streams have been analyzed to
secure individual building permits, a comprehensive study of the watersheds would allow
Will County to prepare watershed plans that are cohesive and complete, thereby
improving the County’s capacity to avoid unnecessary flooding, property damage,
injuries and potential loss of life.

This project would consist of Hydrologic and Hydraulic modeling to be developed based
on current land uses, drainage patterns and engineering practices. Based Flood
Elevations and flows would be generated from this modeling. This new data may require
the Flood Insurance Rate Maps being revised.
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WRDA - Fiddyment Creek Maintenance Project

Background:

Authorized by Section 208 of the 1954 Flood Control Act, as amended; the
Federal share under this Corps of Engineers Program may not exceed $500,000
for each project, including studies, plans and specifications, and construction. A
non-Federal sponsor is required to contribute 35 percent of the total project costs
with a minimum cash contribution of 5 percent. Work under this authority
provides for local protection from flooding by removing accumulated snags and
other debris, and clearing and straightening stream channels when in the interest
of flood control. The total project cost is estimated at $250,000.

Introduction & Project Description:

Fiddyment Creek has a sub-watershed area of roughly 5 square miles in Will County,
Illinois. This sub-watershed is part of the larger DesPlaines River Watershed. The full
reach of the creek extends from Cedar Road on the east westerly to the DesPlaines River.
The creek traverses both agricultural areas as well as urbanized / urbanizing areas with a
waste water treatment plant along the creek. Furthermore, there are many homes
adjacent to the creek.

The main problem identified with the creek is debris accumulation. As with all creeks,
the natural process of decaying vegetation, overgrowth, and fallen trees causes the creek
to lose capacity for stormwater. Fallen trees especially cause problems. These trees
begin to act as dams as other debris catches onto the trees and cannot pass downstream.
Unfortunately, manmade debris is also introduced into the waterway. All of this in turn
causes the creek to slow and eventually artificially raise the water surface elevation. Any
attempt to lessen the chances of preventable flooding, for the adjacent homes, roadways
and critical facilities, is desirable.

Debris removal and stream bank stabilization through native vegetation establishment are
the primary activities involved in the Fiddyment Creek Maintenance Project. Labor
crews will be used on these activities.

These projects will include debris removal and native vegetation establishment along the
stream banks. Labor crews will remove exotic non-native invasive species including
buckthorn and honey suckle and seed the ground with native species to provide better
erosion control and help to maintain the integrity of the stream banks and floodplain.
Remaining trees will be pruned and/or thinned to enhance their survival potential,
reducing the number of fallen branches and trees that create the jams.
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The main objective of this project is to remove the debris and to protect and enhance
stream banks along the creek. In addition, the road crossings over the creek will be
looked at to see if debris and sediment are obstructing the flow through the drainage
structures. It is anticipated that the creek and associated bank can be preserved and
enhanced without major re-grading or creek relocation. The goal is to begin at Route 171
and work upstream to Farrell Road. If the project funding and cost permit, the work will
proceed upstream.

The project has specific goals of reducing flooding out of channel flows, limiting future
debris jams by improving tree health and removing dead woody vegetation and protecting
stream banks and reducing erosion by increasing native herbaceous vegetation coverage.

There are specific areas of immediate need along the Fiddyment Creek, which have been
identified. The work on these projects could potentially begin as soon as funding is
available. While these projects are being completed, further inspection would be
conducted, and additional projects would be selected along the Creek.
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WRDA - DuPage River Flood Study

Background:

Authorized by Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended; the Federal share
under this Corps of Engineers Program may not exceed $7 million for each project,
including studies, plans and specifications, and construction. A non-Federal sponsor is
required to contribute 35 percent of the total project costs, with a minimum cash
contribution of 5 percent. Work under this authority provides for local protection from
flooding by the construction or improvement of flood control works such as levees,
channels, and dams. Non-structural alternatives are also considered and may include
measures such as installation of flood warning systems, raising and/or flood proofing of
structures, and relocation of flood prone facilities.

Will County is committed to a stormwater management program to protect lives and
property of its residents. Will County contains some rivers, creeks, and streams whose
watersheds have out of date flood studies; the flood flows and base flood elevations for
these rivers, creeks, and streams need updating.

Introduction & Project Description:

Dupage River is a river on the Western edge of Will County that has a severely outdated
flood study. The river and associated watershed drains roughly 113 square miles. The
reach of the river within Will County extends from the northern boundary of the County
Limits southerly to the Village of Channahon (near the confluence of the DesPlaines
River, Dupage River, and the I & M Canal). The river traverses both agricultural areas as
well as urbanized / urbanizing areas with countless homes, businesses, and public
property adjacent to the river.

Numerous private property owners in this watershed have complained to Federal, State
and Local Officials (Wheatland Township, Plainfield Township, Troy Township,
Channahon Township; the Villages of Plainfield, Shorewood, Minooka, and Channahon;
the City of Joliet and Will County) that flooding events occur more often, more quickly,
and with more severity than in previous years. Review of available data reveals that river
flows have increased since 1982 (the year of the last full study of the DuPage River in
Will County) at a rate that outpaces any increase in precipitation.

A $5 million restudy of this river is necessary, and will provide the following benefits:
1. An analysis can be done to better understand the effects urbanization has had on
this watershed.
2. More accurate flood emergency response plans, as well as, forecasting and
warnings can be developed.
3. More accurate enforcement of flood control policies and ordinances to help
protect both public and private property will be realized.
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All of these opportunities above can help save lives, property, and reduce the burden on
the National Flood Insurance Program by reducing claims and reducing the average cost
of a claim.

This project would consist of Hydrologic and Hydraulic modeling to be developed based
on current land uses, drainage patterns and engineering practices. This computer
modeling would use the existing flood study on file for the reach of Dupage River that
drains through DuPage County. The new study would also utilize the existing Flood
Insurance Study on file with FEMA.

The results of this modeling would provide the ability to have a continuous model of the
Upper and Lower Dupage River Watershed. More accurate Base Flood Elevations and
flows would be generated. This new data may require the Flood Insurance Rate Maps be
being revised.
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Will County Economic Development and Transportation Plan

Request:

Will County is requesting $350,000 in funding from the Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to undertake an Economic Development Planning Initiative
(Plan) for the County. The need for the Plan arises from the abundant growth in activity
Will County has experienced in the last few years centered on the freight transportation
industry.

Background:

The Plan will build upon an Inland Port Study developed by the Will County Center for
Economic Development (CED). Such a Plan is necessary to fully capitalize on the
economic development opportunities made possible by the County’s emergence as an
inland port. The focus of the Plan will be to identify specific strategies for realizing these
economic development opportunities through targeted transportation infrastructure
investments and strategic land use planning. Will County needs to analyze the
requirements of the freight transportation industry in terms of infrastructure
improvements, land uses, and the encouragement of manufacturing industries that will
locate in close proximity to freight transportation facilities.

Will County has led the nation in intermodal development. Based upon its location and
the amount of intermodal activity over the last five years, it is reasonable to identify Will
County as a national “freight hub.” This description is appropriate for several reasons.
First, the County has close proximity to Chicago (a traditional rail and commerce point).
Second, the County possesses abundant interstate, water and rail routes. Finally, and
most notably, the development of state-of-the-art intermodal facilities and related
infrastructure has come to define the area as one of the largest inland ports in the nation.

Project Description:

The Plan will explore the needs and impacts of the intermodal and freight industries in
Will County. Sound transportation planning is paramount to the movement of freight
throughout the region. Infrastructure improvements will be indentified and prioritized,
which will lead to future policy recommendations. Identifying suitable locations and
establishing a methodology to attract businesses that the freight industry needs to succeed
must also be explored. The Plan will also include a methodology to attract and sustain
industries that can benefit from being located in close proximity to intermodal facilities.
Warehousing and logistical distribution facilities are presently locating in close proximity
to the intermodal facilities. However, an immediate need that the Plan will specifically
address is how the County will attract manufacturing entities to the area.
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The Plan will include recommendations that elected officials can use to establish strategic
development policies related to this economic sector. These initiatives will be utilized to
promote Will County’s resources and enhance the “freight hub” which, in turn, will
encourage industries to locate in close proximity to rail, trucking and barge transportation
operations. The location of these manufacturing industries in a region that is supportive
of the freight network will supply jobs to a trained, available work force. Without such a
Plan, development could happen in a haphazard manner, leading to illogical and
inefficient land uses and transportation patterns. A strong planning framework will
become the basis for policy decisions that will ensure the region’s economic vitality and
sustainability.

Will County is committed to doing everything possible to maximize the benefits and
address any impacts that come with its role as the nation’s leading intermodal port and
“freight hub.” Will County believes that this commercial activity can only enhance
employment and economic development opportunities in the Chicago metropolitan
region. The findings of the Inland Port Study establish a solid foundation for describing
the current impacts of the County’s intermodal developments. The County’s public and
private sectors need to devise a strategy that addresses the implications of these findings.
The Plan will result in policy recommendations that can be utilized to promote the freight
transportation industry while mitigating potential impacts through sound land use,
infrastructure and economic planning principles.
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Workforce Investment Act Reauthorization

Request:

Will County requests that the Illinois Congressional Delegation, when considering the
Workforce Investment Act Reauthorization, maintain the current structure of the
program, which gives control of the workforce training program to local areas rather than
the state. The County also asks the Delegation to contact the Department of Labor to
discuss additional funding under this program to alleviate the stress that has been put on
the program’s budget due to the record demand.

Workforce Investment Act Background:

The Workforce Investment Act (WIA) was passed in 1998, replacing the Job Training
Partnership Act (JTPA), in an effort to streamline and strengthen this country's job-
training system. WIA created a locally integrated "One-Stop" delivery system to provide
training for low income adults and youth and dislocated workers — people who have lost
their jobs because of lay-offs or plant closings. The system includes employment
services and job training and education programs that are designed to meet local industry
demands in communities across the county. The Workforce Investment Act is both a
workforce and economic development tool providing assistance to both job seekers and
businesses. The Workforce Investment Act was originally scheduled for reauthorization
in 2003 but it has not yet been reauthorized.

Workforce Investment Act in Will County:

Funding for workforce programs in Will County under the Workforce Investment Act
ranges from approximately $3.5 million to $4.5 million per year (see chart for annual
funding levels). These funds are used to provide workforce services and training to low
income adults and youth and dislocated workers. Services include, but are not limited to,
occupational skill training, job search assistance, resume preparation, job search
workshops, math and reading skill enhancement and work readiness training.
Additionally, funds are used to assist Will County businesses with training that they need
for their current workforce to ensure that local companies remain productive and
competitive, and most importantly, that they stay in Will County.

The recent downturn in the economy has impacted a large number of Will County
residents who need assistance in their job search or skill improvement. In the first 9
months of 2009, over 23,000 visits were made to the Workforce System Resource Room.
This is an increase of 5,000 visits over the first 9 months of 2008. In addition, the
number of Will County residents who have obtained additional occupational skill training
through WIA programs increased from 282 in 2007 to 411 in 2008. In the first six
months of the program year 2009 that number is 461 and will probably expand to nearly
700 before the program year ends in June of 2010.
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