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WILL COUNTY BOARD

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES

January 8, 2009
10:00 a.m.

Will County Office Building 

County Board Committee Room

302 North Chicago Street

Joliet, IL  60432


CALL TO ORDER


Mr. Moustis called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.


ROLL CALL

Present were Members: Bilotta, Adamic, Kusta, Stewart, Dralle, Gerl, Goodson, Gould, Maher, Seiler, Singer, Weigel and Moustis.

Absent were Members:  Wilhelmi.

Present from State’s Attorney’s Office: Melanie Manning and Mary Tatroe.

Also Present: Friefeld.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG


Mr.  led the committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Mr. Gerl, second by Mr. Maher, to approve the minutes from the November 6, 2008 Budget Review Committee meeting. All in favor.
MOTION CARRIES.

A motion was made by Mrs. Dralle, second by Mr. Adamic, to approve the minutes from the November 6, 2008 Policy & Rules Committee meeting. All in favor.
MOTION CARRIES.


A motion was made by Mr. Kusta, second by Mr. Maher, to approve the minutes from the November 6, 2008 Insurance & Personnel committee meeting. All in favor.












MOTION CARRIES.


A motion was made by Mr. Maher, second by Mr. Kusta, to approve the minutes from the November 13, 2008 Insurance & Personnel committee meeting. All in favor.












MOTION CARRIES.


OLD BUSINESS


Update Re: Canadian National’s Acquisition of EJ&E Railway


Mr. Moustis stated we will go into executive session to talk about our strategy.

Other Old Business


NEW BUSINESS

Request for Property Tax Abatement for Honeywell International, Inc.

Mr. Cybulski stated the request is for a 5 year, 50% abatement. This to relocate Honeywell’s manufacturing, research, development and distribution facility to Bolingbrook, which is one of several locations they are considering. 

Mr. Moustis indicated we will move this to the finance committee to be heard on Tuesday. We will save a space on the County Board Agenda in the event the finance committee makes the recommendation to the full county board. Normally we take much more time to look at these.


A motion was made by Mr. Gerl, second by Mrs. Dralle, to move the request for property tax abatement to the finance committee, to be heard on January 13, 2008. All in favor.











MOTION CARRIES.


A motion was made by Mr. Gerl, second by Mr. Kusta, to save a space on the County Board Agenda for a resolution approving the tax abatement for Honeywell International, Inc. All in favor.








MOTION CARRIES.

Resolution Concurring w/District #8’s Recommendation for Community Groups to Receive Contributions Pursuant to Waste Management Laraway Host Agreement


A motion was made by Mr. Stewart, second by Mr. Adamic, to place a resolution on the County Board Agenda concurring with District 8’s recommendation for community groups to receive contributions pursuant to the Waste Management Laraway Host Agreement. All in favor.










MOTION CARRIES.

Request for Electronic & Recycling Drop-Off Application with City of Joliet; Village of Manhattan; and Village of New Lenox


A motion was made by Mr. Gerl, second by Mr. Adamic, to place resolutions on the County Board Agenda authorizing the electronic and recycling drop off locations with City of Joliet, Village of Manhattan and the Village of New Lenox. All in favor.
MOTION CARRIES.

Discussion Re: Federal Agenda

Mr. Palmer stated through regular agenda efforts we have received over $2 million. Mr. Smith has been helping on a regular basis with grants. He distributed a copy of a letter from a congressman in California on the stimulus bill. The discussion centers on whether it would go directly to the state, which we would prefer not happen. The stimulus is looking at ready to go projects and we have a list from the highway department on those projects. We want to send a letter with the County Executive and the County Board signatures to all of our legislators requesting that if the money comes to the state, that it makes it to the county. This will require a collaborative effort. He distributed an executive summary of the federal agenda, which is a work in progress; the goal is to get this approved in January and have it ready in February for delivery. He reviewed the list of projects on the executive summary.

A motion was made by Mr. Gould, second by Mr. Bilotta, to accept the federal agenda as presented. All in favor.






MOTION CARRIES.

Replacement Hires


A motion was made by Ms. Seiler, second by Mr. Singer, to place the replacement hires on the County Board Agenda. All in favor.




MOTION CARRIES.

Appointments


A motion was made by Mr. Adamic, second by Mr. Weigel, to place the Appointments by the County Executive on the County Board Agenda. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

Proclamations


A motion was made by Mr. Bilotta, second by Mr. Adamic, to place the proclamations on the County Board Agenda. All in favor.




MOTION CARRIES.

Other New Business
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Land Use & Development – T. Weigel
Mr. Weigel stated most of the cases will be heard on Tuesday, due to the calendar schedule.
Finance – J. Gerl
Mr. Gerl indicated Resolution 09-04 is to transfer funds in the RTA budget.
Mr. Gould stated he is requesting to transfer $5 million from construction roads to land acquisition within the RTA fund for the purchase of right of way.
Public Works & Transportation – J. Bilotta
Mr. Bilotta asked if there were any questions.

Judicial – A. Dralle

Mrs. Dralle stated the committee will be touring River Valley next month and meeting with the new judge. She encouraged any new board members to attend. This will be combined with capital improvements committee. She has no resolutions this month but will be placing on file a report on the jail from the IL DOC.

Public Health & Safety – D. Gould

Mr. Gould indicated Resolution 09-17 is setting the number of licensed beds at Sunny Hill pursuant to the operational audit that was conducted. 


Mr. Moustis stated he would like a response that the County Executive concurs with the recommendation.


Mr. Ryan commented it was their recommendation; he would be happy to provide something in writing. 
Legislative & Policy – L. Goodson

Ms. Goodson stated they will be meeting on Tuesday and will discuss the resolution for the federal agenda. There is a meeting tomorrow in Bartlett with the TRAC Organization. She will have an update on that as well. 

Capital Improvements – C. Maher

Mr. Maher indicated there will be a quick video on the jail. The mission/vision workshop will be on January 23rd and January 26th at the University of St. Francis. It is an extremely important aspect on where we are going in the future. This will assist us in many ways.


Mr. Moustis encouraged everyone to attend.

 Executive – J. Moustis

Other New Business


Mr. Moustis stated he will give Ms. Konicki a few minutes to discuss an issue dealing with nuclear safety. 


Ms. Konicki indicated she is asking Mr. Moustis to assign this issue to a committee. She distributed information opposing a nuclear recycling facility. There are 2 sites – Morris and Argonne National Lab. We do need to get on record and enter our position into the record. This had been declared dead before and came back to life. The new comment period closes March 16th; if we are going to take a position we need to have it ready to file by then.


Mr. Moustis suggested this be assigned to the legislative committee and to the public health and safety committee

A motion was made by Mr. Adamic, second by Mrs. Dralle, to assign the issue of the nuclear recycling facility to the legislative and policy committee and the public health and safety committee. All in favor.






MOTION CARRIES.


Mr. Gerl questioned if they will construct a facility to study how plutonium can be recycled.


Ms. Konicki replied it is more than just building a research facility; they will receive, collect and recycle in one location as well as ongoing research how to improve that process.


Mr. Moustis commented it is an important issue; we should take a position on it.


Ms. Goodson acknowledged the students from Plainfield High School who attended the committee meeting today.


Ms. Leigh stated the students are interested in getting on the agenda in February regarding the tobacco license ordinance – with the help of the State’s Attorney’s Office.


Mr. Moustis indicated that issue would probably go to the public health and safety committee and also the legislative and policy committee. 


A motion was made by Mr. Gerl, second by Ms. Goodson, to place the issue of the tobacco license ordinance on the public health and safety committee and also the legislative and policy committee. All in favor.





MOTION CARRIES.


ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 15, 2009 COUNTY BOARD AGENDA


A motion was made by Mr. Bilotta, second by Ms. Goodson, to approve the January 15, 2009 County Board Agenda, as amended. All in favor.


MOTION CARRIES.

Other Business

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Moustis stated an executive session was necessary to discuss pending litigation and union negotiations.


A motion was made by Mr. Kusta, second by Mr. Singer, to go into executive session at 11:21 a.m. to discuss pending litigation and union negotiations. On a roll call vote, Bilotta, Adamic, Kusta, Stewart, Dralle, Gerl, Goodson, Gould, Maher, Seiler, Singer, Weigel, and Moustis voting yes.







MOTION CARRIES.

Mr. Moustis announced they were now in executive session.


A motion was made by Mr. Weigel, second by Mr. Kusta, to come out of executive session at 12:20 p.m. On a roll call vote, Bilotta, Adamic, Kusta, Stewart, Dralle, Gerl, Goodson, Gould, Maher, Seiler, Singer, Weigel and Moustis voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.


A motion was made by Mr. Bilotta, second by Mr. Gould, to accept the recommendation regarding the funding for CN. All in favor. 




MOTION CARRIES.

A motion was made by Ms. Seiler, second by Ms. Goodson, to concur with the recommendation from the Sheriff’s department and legal counsel regarding union negotiations. All in favor.








MOTION CARRIES.


A motion was made by Mr. Weigel, second by Ms. Seiler, to concur with the recommendation for the funding proposal for pay increase from legal counsel. All in favor, with Mr. Singer voting no.







MOTION CARRIES.

ADJOURNMENT 


A motion was made by Mr. Gerl, second by Mr. Stewart, to adjourn the meeting at 12:21 p.m. All in favor.







MOTION CARRIES.

