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WILL COUNTY BOARD

JUDICIAL COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

8:30 a.m.

302 North Chicago Street
County Board Committee Room

Joliet, Illinois 60432

January 6, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mrs. Dralle called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.

ROLL CALL
Present were Members: Kusta, Jr., Anderson, Deutsche, Riley, Smith, Stewart and Dralle.

Absent were Members:  None.

Also Present: 

Present from State’s Attorney’s Office: Mary Tatroe.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mrs. Tatroe led the committee in the pledge of allegiance.


Ms. Deutsche arrived at this juncture.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Mr. Kusta, Jr., seconded by Mrs. Riley, to approve the minutes from the December 9, 2008 meeting.  All in favor.



MOTION CARRIES.
OLD BUSINESS 

Mrs. Dralle stated I would like to do a tour of River Valley.  Would this committee be interested in that?

Mr. Kusta, Jr., stated yes.

Mrs. Dralle stated I will talk with the chair of Capital and ask that he move his meeting to 10:00 a.m.

Mrs. Johannsen stated we can check with him.

Mrs. Dralle stated we will tour River Valley next month at 8:30 pending a discussion with Mr. Maher.  After that tour would this committee like to tour the Adult Detention Facility or the court house?

Mrs. Riley stated yes.

Mr. Squires stated we would love to have you.

Mr. Anderson arrived at this juncture.

Continued Discussion Re: Criminal Cost Analysis
Mr. Sepulveda and Mr. Squires gave the committee an overview of the worksheet used by both the State’s Attorney’s Office and the Circuit Clerk’s Office for the implementation of court fees.
Mr. Anderson questioned of these fees, how much is not collectable.

Mr. Sepulveda stated maybe half.

Mr. Kusta, Jr. stated the Clerk’s filing fees are complicated and are a sliding scale.

Mr. Sepulveda stated it isn’t really a scale.  It changes but it is really all set fees.  There are only a few accounts that are sliding.  They are: criminal surcharge, victims fund fine and driver’s education.  The Clerk filing fees are steady and are based on case types.
Mrs. Dralle questioned do you have to charge the mandatory amount or is it discretionary.   
Mrs. Tatroe stated the judge makes that determination with an ordinance violation, with a criminal offence there can be statutory minimums.

Ms. Smith stated I did ask Ms. McGuire for a spreadsheet.

Mr. Squires stated we would need a specific case type for that.
Mr. Sepulveda stated we can give you a copy of the Clerk’s Act.  Everything that is charged in court is not that simple.
Mr. Squires stated we do have staff that comes in on December 31st to update the fees.

Mr. Sepulveda stated if the committee had three or four specific scenarios that you would like to have an example of, we could proved that.  
Mrs. Dralle stated you know more than we do, so please provide 5 or 6 examples.

Mr. Sepulveda stated Ms. McGuire provided an example of misdemeanor, operating an uninsured vehicle, traffic, and unlicensed.  These are diverse examples.  

Mrs. Dralle stated they are very good examples.  What is the mental illness fee?

Mrs. Tatroe stated I will let you know.
Other Old Business


NEW BUSINESS

Discussion Re: Federal Agenda

Mr. Palmer gave an overview to the committee of the federal agenda process as well as the federal agenda for 2009 which includes the Will County Criminal Justice Initiative, to be done in phases for $690,000, and in-car cameras for $742,000.  
Mr. Palmer stated we are trying to maximize our return.  With regard to the economic stimulus package, they have not determined how they plan to distribute it.  We would prefer that it go directly to counties and municipalities.  The Speaker of the House is in favor of that.  We want to finalize this agenda this month.

Mrs. Dralle stated with regard to the cameras in the squads, I believe that last year when we discussed squads and cameras, that was something that was addressed as standard equipment.  Is that correct?  

Mr. Rafac stated we budgeted $800,000 for squad cars.  How that is spent is subject to the Board allowing us to go forward and how the Sheriff’s Office wants to spend the money.  I do not have control over what is purchased, just the dollar amount.  Last year the Sheriff’s Office felt it was more important to purchase as many squads as they could.

Mrs. Riley questioned how many do you have now and how many need to be replaced.


Deputy Chief Romeo stated 180; 33 cars were purchased last year.


Mr. Rafac stated as we go forward into next year we will have dramatic increases in some costs.  We may not have the funds to do the capital expenditures in the future.

Deputy Chief Romeo stated currently we have 150 squads without laptops.  We plan on purchasing 30 laptops at a time and we intend to purchase 112.  The grant for the laptops is a reimbursement grant.  We will purchase them in smaller quantities to facilitate the warranty.  

Mrs. Dralle questioned how many of those from last year have cameras in the squads.


Deputy Chief Romeo stated we purchased 33 cars last year.  Prior to that, we were unable to purchase squads for three years.  We intended to purchase 7 cameras at that time, but due to re-banding we incurred an unexpected cost and had to stop that purchase.  We had to prioritize our needs; approximately 80 percent of the Sheriff’s fleet is 2005 or older.  Approximately 50 percent of the fleet is 2004 or older with an average of over 90,000 miles per car.

Mrs. Dralle stated last year no cameras were purchased.  This year what is the intent?  Will there be squads purchased with cameras?

Deputy Chief Romeo stated we are in the process of reviewing several different systems.  Determining the purchase of the in-car camera is based on vehicle need.  It is difficult to maintain the older vehicles.  It is an issue that the Sheriff’s Office continues to evaluate.  We are looking at various video systems that we can purchase.

Mrs. Dralle stated I ask that for our next meeting you bring back a written report that would outline with specifics regarding the purchase of the vehicles and the in-car cameras.

Mrs. Riley questioned what does a camera cost.


Deputy Chief Romeo stated $3,500 to $7,000 a piece.


Request to Discuss Continuation Funding for Encouraging Arrest Policies & Enforcing Orders of Protection


Mrs. Dralle stated we will come back to this item next month.

FYI: IL Department of Corrections ADF Inspection Report dated December 22, 2008


Warden O’Leary went over the Illinois Department of Corrections inspection report with the committee.

Mrs. Dralle stated I will place this on file at January County Board.

Other New Business


Warden O’Leary gave the committee an update regarding the kitchen renovation at the Adult Detention Facility.


Mrs. Dralle stated next month I would like to discuss the DUI law.  Mr. Sangmeister will come back next month to discuss the impact of that law as well as the Bischof Law regarding orders of protection.


Under Sheriff Nowak stated I want to acknowledge that Mr. Piwowarski has just completed his doctorate degree in Criminal Justice.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN 


EXECUTIVE SESSION


ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mrs. Riley, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 a.m.   All in favor.






MOTION CARRIES.


