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Dear Legislators, 

We are pleased to present to you Will County’s 2024 State Legislative Agenda. We appreciate the 
support of the State of Illinois and IDOT in assisting in the planning for the future of our region. 
Working together with all our stakeholders is key to making 2024 a successful year. 

Will County is rich in diversity with both small and large municipalities, a vast unincorporated 
area with productive farmlands and rural communities.  We remain the fourth largest county in 
Illinois and Joliet, our county seat, is the third most populous city in the state.  As we continue our 
economic development efforts, we also remain diligent to balance our growth with the quality of 
life for our residents. 

Our priorities this year are focused on the continued enhancement of our region.  We ask for 
your continued support in protecting revenue streams so we can effectively manage our county 
budget, ensure our residents have access to quality healthcare, and protect our natural resources 
and environment so our families have a great place to live and work. 

Will County recognizes and appreciates the efforts made by the Governor and the 103rd General 
Assembly to fund critical projects and we hope that you will work with us to ensure these projects 
are completed in a timely matter. 

Most importantly, we welcome your ideas and suggestions on ways we can work together going 
forward to address the challenges that all our communities face. 

Sincerely, 

 Judy Ogalla  
Will County Board Chair 
jogalla@willcounty.gov 

mailto:jogalla@willcounty.gov
mailto:jbertinotarrant@willcounty.gov
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Support HB4526 INC TX-COMMUNTIY CARE 1 & 4 

Support HB4135 COUNTY-SOLAR FACILITY STEBACKS 1 

Support SB2813 COUNTIES CD-BOARD COMPENSATION 1 

Support SB2780 PROPERTY TX-COUNTY EXECUTIVE 1 

Support SB3091 IDNR-LAND TRANSFER-WILL CO Full Description After Pg 12 

Support HB4612 COUNTIES CODE-WIND FACILITES Full Description After Pg 12 

Oppose HB5050 LOC GOV REDUCTION & EFFICIENCY Full Description After Pg 12 
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This Legislative Agenda is a result of a partnership between the Will County Board, the 
County Executive, other elected officials, and County Departments. It represents the  
County's priorities and highlights specific projects that are important to our region. 

This agenda is the “foundation”Êof our requests, but is not intended to be “allÊinclusive”.  
As the 103rd General Assembly proceeds with the Spring Session the Will County  
Legislative Committee, County Board Leadership and the County Executive will continue 
to monitor developing legislation and offer opinions on those issues via amendments to this 
Legislative Agenda. 
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HB4526  SUPPORT 
INC TX-COMMUNITY CARE  
House Sponsor(s): Rep. Jackie Haas, Rep. Kevin Schmidt 

 This legisla on creates an income tax credit in the amount of $5,000 for a taxpayer who is a 
 qualified community care physician. Will County supports this legisla on as tax credit incen ves 
 would encourage providers to contract with the Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC). 

HB4135  SUPPORT 
COUNTY-SOLAR FACILITY SETBACKS  
House Sponsor(s): Rep. Anthony DeLuca 

Provides that a county may require a commercial solar energy facility to be sited 500 feet (rather 
than 50 feet) to the nearest point on the property line of a nonpar cipa ng property and 500 feet 
(rather than 150 feet) from the nearest point on the outside wall of an occupied community building 
or dwelling on nonpar cipa ng proper es.  

SB2813  SUPPORT 
COUNTIES CD-BOARD COMPENSATION 
Senate Sponsor(s): Sen. Rachel Ventura 

Provides that county board members shall receive compensa on as fixed by the the county board in 
accordance with the method of compensa on selected by the county board. Provides that the com-
pensa on shall be set before the general elec on at which county board members are elected. 
Alllows the county board chair to receive a larger salary then other county board members upon ap-
proval of the county board. Provides that county board members and the county board chair may 
receive, as approved by the county board, travel, expense allowances and s pends. 

SB2780 SUPPORT 
PROPERTY TX-COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
Senate Sponsor(s): Sen. Rachel Ventura 

Amends the Property Tax Code. Makes changes in provisions concerning supervisors of assessments 
to include reference to county execu ves. Amends the Community Mental Health Act. Makes chang-
es in provisions concerning community mental health boards to include references to county execu-

ves. 

POSITION OF PROPOSED BILLS/RESOLUTIONS 
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General Government 

Will County OPPOSES any legisla on that removes authority and du es of the 
County Board or the County Board Chair and gives that power to another        
elected official or governing body. Addi onally, the Will County Board opposes 
legisla on that impacts or limits the authority of the County to pass ordinances 
deemed in the best interest of the people of Will County, causing loss of local  
control. 

Vo ng and Elec ons 

Will County SUPPORTS efforts to change the mandated fee associated with 
persons filing a pe on for discovery. The current fee is set at $10 per precinct 
specified for discovery. That fee does not cover costs of conduc ng an elec on  
recount. (10 ILCS 5/22-9.1) 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on that provides addi onal state funding to: 
· Train and compensate elec on judges and elec on workers for work they

perform on elec on day, during early vo ng, processing vote by mail 
ballots, and any other elec on related du es 

· Cover postage for new mandated mailings
· Enhance Voter Registra on systems

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
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Transporta on Projects 
 

Major delays to transporta on projects can prevent cri cal infrastructure projects from 
being completed in a mely manner and lead to significant cost increases,  
placing an even higher burden on local governments and taxpayers. 
 

Will County SUPPORTS the Will County Department of Transporta on efforts to  
pursue legisla ve ac on authorizing the use of quick-take proceedings for the  
following transporta on project: 

Widening and reconstruc on of 143rd St from State Street/Lemont Rd to Bell Road 
 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on that streamlines the review process for local 
transporta on projects by the Illinois Department of Transporta on.   
 Delays in environmental and engineering reviews prevent local projects from being 

completed in a mely manner. 
 

South Suburban Airport 
 

The state has been evalua ng a method to develop, finance, and operate the 
proposed airport for more than 38 years and has been unsuccessful. The footprint of 
the proposed airport lies en rely within Will County, yet we would not benefit from tax  
revenues generated, per Public Act 098-0109. 

 

Recent legisla on a empts again to garner interest in this project, if the South Suburban 
Airport moves forward the people of Will County deserve a seat at the table for the  
decision making process.  The failure of a viable op on should result in the people of 
Will County having a say in an alterna ve use of the property. 
 

Will County ENCOURAGES the state legislature to consider an  alterna ve plan that 
preserves our natural resources, protects farmland with conserva on farming ini a ves,  
creates an environment to provide educa on to future farmers of America, and 
restores private ownership of farmland and homesteads. 
 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE & LAND USE 
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Public Health 
 

Will County SUPPORTS increased state funding for the Local Health Protec on Grant 
from Illinois Department of Public Health which provides financial support for public 
health services.  There is an increased need for the inves ga on of disease outbreaks, 
inspec on of restaurants, inspec on of private water wells, and regula on of private 
sewage disposal systems. 

 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on providing addi onal state funding to hire and support 
Behavioral Health Professionals.  Local health departments struggle when compe ng 
against the private sector providers for healthcare professionals and clinicians. 

 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on providing addi onal state funding to hire and support 
Behavioral and Mental Health Professionals.  County health departments struggle to 
be compe ve with private sector providers in their efforts to hire healthcare profes-
sionals and clinicians. 

· Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder grant funding to offset pay rates 
not compe ve with private prac ce and larger agencies 

 

Will County SUPPORTS funding and legisla on for County Public Health Departments so 
they can con nue to provide for the growing need for services within their County.   

· Reimbursement for language and sign services 
· Increase reimbursement rates for Psychiatrists & Advance Nurse Prac oners 

 

Veterans Assistance Commission 
 

Will County SUPPORTS HB4526 which would provide tax credit incen ves to encourage 
providers to contract with the Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC).  

 This legisla on creates an income tax credit in the amount of $5,000 for a taxpayer 
who is a qualified community care physician. 

PUBLIC HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
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Sunny Hill Tuberculosis Clinic 
 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on that provides addi onal funding for tes ng and 
treatment of tuberculosis.  The Sunny Hill Tuberculosis Clinic serves five coun es. It 
should be noted that there has been an increase of ac ve tuberculosis cases through-
out the Country.  Our healthcare professionals have outlined the necessary steps to 
address this growing health concern. 

· Mandatory TB tes ng and screening for all undocumented individuals 

· Tes ng at all points of entry into the state including transporta on hubs, homeless 
shelters, hotels and motels, gathering sites (churches, public/non-profit loca ons) 
and privately owned loca ons, including residences and businesses 

 

Housing Stability 
 

Will County SUPPORTS con nued state funding for the Court-Based Rental Assistance 
Program. The Court-Based Rental Assistance Program (CBRAP) provides funding to 
Illinois tenants and landlords across the state who have pending cases in evic on 
court. 

 
Will County SUPPORTS funding the ini a ves outlined in the “Home Illinois: Illinois’ 

Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness.”  Those experiencing homelessness and 
homeless service providers expressed a need for immediate access to permanent 
housing. 

 
Will County ENCOURAGES the State to u lize Federal resources under its control; 
 including State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, Emergency Rental Assistance funds, 

and HOME-ARP funds, to support the construc on of new affordable rental housing in 
areas with limited mul -family housing stock. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
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Recycling Ini a ve 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla ve efforts to establish a statewide Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) for single-use ba eries. Will County currently  
accepts rechargeable ba eries at our one day Household Hazardous Waste drop off 
events, but does not accept or recycle single-use ba eries. Will County pays for mail-
in return programs at libraries. EPR legisla on would substan ally  
improve service to residents. 

Compos ng Ini a ve 

Will County SUPPORTS efforts to ini ate and pass Food Scrap Legisla on. 
Public interest for food scrap compos ng has been increasing but are cost prohibi ve 
to residents, restaurant owners, and grocery stores.  Legisla on providing grants and 
educa on for compos ng facili es, like Green Era on the south side of Chicago. 

Water Resource Plan 

Will County SUPPORTS a regional planning effort for a be er management of the 
County’s water resources. Regional planning grant opportuni es would support  
water supply planning and management to ensure that communi es across our  
county have a long-term sustainable water supply.  With an iden fied funding source, 
the state could formalize water planning within the Illinois Department of Natural   
Resources (IDNR), support regional planning groups like the Illinois State Water  
Survey and the Water Summit Commi ee. 

ENVIRONMENT 

6 

thendricks
Cross-Out



Will County State Legisla ve Agenda 2024 

Emergency Management 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla ve efforts to increase grant amounts awarded to 
 coun es through the State’s Nuclear Safety Preparedness Grant Program. 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on that provides state funding to enhance safety and 
security measures at K-12 schools and Higher Educa on campuses. 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on that to amend SB921 which created the Illinois 
Access and Func onal Needs program. The amendment should allow at least one 
emergency manager from each IEMA region to be appointed to serve on this  
Commi ee and not be limited to three total members. 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on to lower the age that an individual is allowed to be 
hired on as a firefighter. Currently the law states that an individual may not be hired 
un l the age of 21. This amendment should allow a Fire District/Department to hire a 
full- me employee at the age of 18 or a er gradua on from high school. 

Will County SUPPORTS legisla on to allow addi onal years of employment before a 
firefighter is obligated to re re. 

Will County SUPPORTS a grant program that allows students to intern with an 
Emergency Management Agency while they con nue their training and educa on. 
At the end of the program, students would have a ained knowledge  and experience 
necessary to become a full me staff member. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
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Criminal Jus ce System
Will County SUPPORTS amendments to the SAFE-T Act as outlined below: 

· Removal of the language requiring the court to review a defendant’s pretrial de-
ten on every court date. A review at every court date, not upon wri en request of
defendant with no change in circumstances, consumes court resources. 725 ILCS
5/110-6.1(i-5). We recommend language that the court must review defendant’s
pretrial deten on, only upon wri en mo on of the defendant or not less than eve-
ry sixty days.

· Provide for addi onal days for a county to transport a defendant arrested in anoth-
er county.  Five days is not sufficient for coun es with limited resources or located
a distance from the arres ng county to make arrangements to pick up a defendant.
Failure to pick up a defendant within 5 days results in the defendant simply being
released with no considera on for the offense charged. 725 ILCS 109-2. Sugges on
of fi een days for county to pick up defendant.

· Requiring the Illinois Supreme Court to issue statewide approved forms for Pe on
to Detain, Orders to Detain, Pe ons to Revoke Pretrial Release, Pe ons for Sanc-

ons, No ce to Appear, etc.

Will County SUPPORTS state funding for all unfunded  mandates placed on coun es as 
a result of the implementa on of the provisions of the SAFE-T Act. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
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Contact informa on for 
Will County Board Chief of Staff 

Kim Fladhammer 
kim.fladhammer@willcounty.gov 

Office:    (815) 740-8371 
Cell:  (815) 530-6095 

All mail correspondence can be sent to: 

Will County Office Building 
302 N. Chicago St 
Joliet, IL 60432 

Judy Ogalla 
Will County Board Chair 

countyboard@willcounty.gov 
jogalla@willcounty.gov 
Cell: (708) 710-3701 

WILL COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS 
WILL COUNTY BOARD LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Steve Balich 
 Republican Caucus Leader 

sbalich@willcounty.gov 
Cell: (815) 557-7196 

jtraynere@willcounty.gov 
Cell: (630) 240-9178 

Jackie Traynere 
 Democra c Caucus Leader 

Julie Berkowicz 
 Legisla ve Chair 

Meta Mueller 
 Legisla ve Vice Chair 

jberkowicz@willcounty.gov 
Cell: (630) 881-3139

mmueller@willcounty.gov 
Cell: 815-267-1243
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Will County Board Members 
DISTRICT #1 

KATIE DEANE-SCHLOTTMAN 
Cell: 708-516-0495 
kdeaneschlottman@willcounty.gov 

JOE VAN DUYNE 
Cell: 815-530-4388 
jvanduyne@willcounty.com 

DISTRICT #2 

JUDY OGALLA, County Board Chair 
Cell: 708-710-3701 
jogalla@willcounty.gov  

FRANKIE PRETZEL 
Cell: 815-405-9054 
fpretzel@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #3

DANIEL J. BUTLER 
Cell:  708-805-0156 
dbutler@willcounty.gov 

SHERRY NEWQUIST 
Cell: 708-280-9453 
snewquist@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #4  
STEVE BALICH   
Republican Leader 
Cell: 815-557-7196 
sbalich@willcounty.gov 

JIM RICHMOND 
Cell: 708-308-3205 
jrichmond@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #5 

PARKER, ANNETTE 
Cell: 815-955-9778 
aparker@willcounty.gov  

SHERRY WILLIAMS 
Cell: 815-354-7291 
swilliams@willcounty.gov 

 DISTRICT #6 

 JANET DIAZ  
 Cell: 779-939-6711 
 jdiaz@willcounty.gov 

DENISE WINFREY 
Work: 815-723-1377 
dwinfrey@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #7 

NATALIE COLEMAN 
Cell: 815-530-8687 
ncoleman@willcounty.gov 

VINCE LOGAN  
Cell: 815-407-7171 
vlogan@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #8 

MICA FREEMAN 
Cell: 217-474-5565 
mfreeman@willcounty.gov 

MARK REVIS  
Cell: 815-556-9762 
markrevis@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #9 

RAQUEL M. MITCHELL  
Cell 630-936-9578 
rmitchell@willcounty.gov 

DESTINEE ORTIZ 
Cell: 815-618-5227 
dortiz@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #10 

JULIE BERKOWICZ,  
Legislative Chair 
Cell 630-881-3139 
jberkowicz@willcounty.gov 

META MUELLER,  
Legislative Vice Chair 
Cell 815-267-1243 
mmueller@willcounty.gov 

DISTRICT #11 

ELNALYN COSTA 
Cell: 708-302-3808 
ecosta@willcounty.gov 

JACKIE TRAYNERE  
Democratic Leader 
Cell: 630-240-9178 
jtraynere@willcounty.gov 

10 

thendricks
Cross-Out



Will County State Legisla ve Agenda 2024 

Jennifer Ber no-Tarrant 
Will County Execu ve 

countyexec@willcounty.gov 
jber notarrant@willcounty.gov 
(815) 774-7480

Duffy Blackburn 
Will County Auditor 

wcauditor@willcounty.gov 
dblackburn@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-4609

Andrea Lynn Chasteen  
Will County Circuit Clerk 

circuit_clerk@willcounty.gov 
achasteen@il12thcourt.gov 
(815) 727-8592

Lauren Staley Ferry 
Will County Clerk 

coclrk@willcounty.gov 
lstaleyferry@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-4615

Laurie Summers 
Will County Coroner 

coroner@willcounty.gov 
lhsummers@willcounty.gov 
(815) 727-8455

Dr. Lisa Caparelli-Ruff  
Regional Superintendent of Schools 

Lcaparelli-ruff@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-8360

Karen Stukel  
Will County Recorder of Deeds 

kstukel@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-4637

Mike Kelley 
Will County Sheriff 

willcountysheriff@willcosheriff.org 
mkelley@willcosheriff.org 
(815) 727-8575

James Glasgow 
Will County States A orney 

statesa orney@willcounty.gov 
jglasgow@willcounty.gov 
(815) 727-8453

Tim Brophy 
Will County Treasurer 

treasurer@willcounty.gov 
tbrophy@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-4675
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Chair of the  
Will County Board 

Judy Ogalla 
jogalla@willcounty.gov 

(815) 740-4602

Will County   
Republican Leader 

Steve Balich 
sbalich@willcounty.gov 

(815) 557-7196

Will County        
Democra c Leader  

Jackie Traynere 
jtraynere@willcounty.gov 

(630) 240-9178

Will County Legisla ve   
Commi ee Chairman 

Julie Berkowicz 
jberkowicz@willcounty.gov 

County Board Chief of Staff 
Kim Fladhammer 

kim.fladhammer@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-8371

SB3091  SUPPORT 
IDNR-LAND TRANSFER-WILL CO 
Senate Sponsors: Senator Patrick Joyce 

Synopsis As Introduced 
Authorizes the Director of Natural Resources to convey the described parcel in 
Will County to the Forest Preserve District of Will County. Effec ve        
immediately.  

HB4612 SUPPORT 
COUNTIES CODE-WIND FACILITIES 
House Sponsor: Representa ve Bradley Fri s 

Synopsis As Introduced 
Amends the Coun es Code. Provides that a county may set blade p height   
limita ons for wind towers in commercial wind energy facili es near a        
restricted landing area to ensure compliance with specified provisions of the 
Illinois Administra ve Code.  



Chair of the  
Will County Board 

Judy Ogalla 
jogalla@willcounty.gov 

(815) 740-4602

Will County   
Republican Leader 

Steve Balich 
sbalich@willcounty.gov 

(815) 557-7196

Will County        
Democra c Leader  

Jackie Traynere 
jtraynere@willcounty.gov 

(630) 240-9178

Will County Legisla ve   
Commi ee Chairman 

Julie Berkowicz 
jberkowicz@willcounty.gov 

County Board Chief of Staff 
Kim Fladhammer 

kim.fladhammer@willcounty.gov 
(815) 740-8371

HB5050   OPPOSE   
LOC GOV REDUCTION&EFFICIENCY 
House Sponsor: Representa ve Natalie Manley 

Synopsis As Introduced 
Amends the Local Government Reduc on and Efficiency Division of the        
Coun es Code. Defines "district" as a township road and bridge district, sanitary 
district, drainage district, mosquito abatement district, or street light district. 
Provides that a county board may enact a resolu on or ordinance or a county 
execu ve may issue an execu ve order to dissolve a district, but must first 
adopt or issue a plan that describes how the county will absorb and implement 
the services provided by the district, that provides a reason to discon nue the 
services provided, that describes how the county will pay for the transfer of  
services, and that shows long-term savings for taxpayers and file that plan with 
the State Comptroller. Provides that the State Comptroller may approve or        
deny the dissolu on of the district based on the contents of the plan. Provides 
that, if the dissolu on and transfer is approved by the State Comptroller, the 
county board may adopt a resolu on or ordinance or a county execu ve may 
issue an execu ve order authorizing the dissolu on of the district not less than 
60 days following the court's appointment of a trustee-in-dissolu on. Includes 
procedures for the dissolu on of the district and designa on of individuals to 
represent the district. Provides that the county must provide quarterly updates 
to the State Comptroller and that the State Comptroller shall publish those 
quarterly updates on the State Comptroller's local government Warehouse        
database. Makes conforming changes in the Division. 
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