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Will County opposes any legislation that removes authority and duties of the 

County Board or the County Board Chair and gives that power to another                  

elected official or governing body. Additionally, the Will County Board opposes 

legislation that impacts or limits the authority of the County to pass ordinances 

deemed in the best interest of the people of Will County, causing loss of local 

control. 
 

Elections 
 

Will County Supports efforts to change the mandated fee associated with persons          

filing a petition for discovery. The current fee is set at $10 per precinct specified 

for discovery. That fee does not cover costs of conducting an election recount. 

(10 ILCS 5/22-9.1) 

 

Will County Supports legislation and state funding to local governments for                         

modernizing the voting system equipment. Most election equipment used by 

the Will County Clerk's Office has reached legacy status. A complete                           

modernization of all voting equipment is essential to ensure the Will County 

voting experience is up-to-date and remains the most accessible and secure. 

 

Will County Supports legislation that provides additional state funding assistance 

for training for election workers.   

 

 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
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Veterans Assistance Commission 
 

Will County Supports changes to the state law governing Veterans Assistance                

Commissions. P.A. 102-0732 was approved by the General Assembly and                 

enacted into law on May 6, 2022. At the time of passage, it was acknowledged 

that additional changes would be necessary to address problems inherent in the 

policy with the goal being to improve the law for both veterans and counties. 

Changes the County supports: 

The tax levy identified as a funding source for VACs was intended to be                

exempt from the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law (PTELL).                       

Unfortunately, the exemption language is not as clear is desired and must 

be amended to ensure that mandated funding is exempt from the tax cap 

and will not result in the County having to scale back or eliminate other 

important services. 

The law provides VACs with significant authority to mandate that County 

Boards meet specific funding thresholds to support veterans. Despite              

investing VACs with authority to command these additional revenues, the 

law mandates that County Boards separately fund VAC operational and 

administrative costs. This funding should instead come out of any                 

revenues mandated by the VAC and levied by the County Board under the 

new law. 

The law should be amended to include transparency provisions concerning 

VAC finances. This would include an annual audit of VAC funds and any 

other germane financial reports to be shared with the County Board. 

The law should be amended to require VACs to adopt existing polices of the            

County, including compensation and personnel policies. 

Will County is concerned that elected County Boards are being mandated to                 

approve funding to a county agency absent any oversight by the                       

appropriating body. This disconnect can be resolved by either reinstating 

an oversight role for County Boards or by officially designating VACs as 

separate units of local government with boards elected by the public and 

invested with the power of taxation. 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
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Transportation 
 

Major delays to transportation projects can prevent critical infrastructure projects 

from     being completed in a timely manner and lead to significant cost increases, 

placing an even higher burden on local governments and taxpayers.  

 

Will County Supports the Will County Department of Transportation efforts to 

pursue legislative action authorizing the use of quick-take proceedings for the 

following transportation projects: 

Widening and reconstruction of Bell Road from 143rd to 151st 

Reconstruction of West River Road from IL 53 to Coal City Road 

Reconstruction of Cedar Road from Francis Road to Lenox Street 

Reconstruction of Exchange Street from IL 394 to Country Lane Road 

Widening and reconstruction of Laraway Road from US Route 52 to Cherry 

Hill Road 

 

Will County Supports legislation that streamlines the review process for local          

transportation projects by the Illinois Department of Transportation.  Delays in      

environmental and engineering reviews prevent local projects from being           

completed in a timely manner. 

 

Water Infrastructure 
 

Will County Supports efforts to secure state funding to support the DuPage River 

Study project. Will and DuPage Counties partnered on this effort despite the 

state’s failure to fund its share of the DuPage River Feasibility Study. The study 

area has experienced rapid development over the past two decades, and              

currently includes 40 communities affecting approximately 4,300,000 people. 

Major storm events occurred in the basin in 1996, 2008, 2009, and most                    

recently in April 2013, resulting in significant overbank flooding in over 20                  

communities and significant damage to residential and nonresidential                 

structures and critical infrastructure and the closure of two major interstate 

highways (I-80 and I-55) for several days. Average annual flood damages are 

currently estimated at $30 million. 

INFRASTRUCTURE & LAND USE 
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Will County Supports increased state funding for the Local Health Protection Grant 

from Illinois Department of Public Health which provides financial support for 

public health services: investigation of disease outbreaks, inspection of                      

restaurants, inspection of private water well, and regulation of private sewage 

disposal systems. 

 

Will County Supports legislation providing additional state funding to hire and       

support Behavioral Health Professionals.  Local health departments struggle 

when competing against the private sector providers for healthcare professionals 

and clinicians.   

 

Housing Stability 
 

Will County Supports continued state funding for the Court-Based Rental                   

Assistance Program. The Illinois Court-Based Rental Assistance Program (CBRAP) 

provides funding to Illinois tenants and landlords across the state who have 

pending cases in eviction court.  

 

Will County Supports legislation to expand the eligible conditions for tenants            

seeking to seal eviction records. Having an eviction filing on your record is a                  

serious obstacle to finding housing, even if a court didn’t decide the case against 

you. The COVID-19 Emergency Housing Act passed in 2021 made temporary 

changes to state law regarding mandatory, automatic and discretionary sealing of 

eviction records, but these provisions sunset in 2022. 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
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Waste Management 
 

Will County Supports legislative efforts to establish a statewide paint stewardship      

program. Will County offers several collection events each year to target and 

recover materials that can be recycled but not in a typical curbside program. 

The County spends an average of $220,500 on recycling and disposal of latex 

and oil-based paint.  

 

Will County Supports legislative efforts to establish a statewide carpet                           

stewardship program to help facilitate recycling of nylon and polyester         

carpet from both residential and commercial consumers. The program will 

make it easier for construction and demolition recyclers to make identification 

and recovery of these materials easier and help divert these materials from the 

landfill.  

 

Will County Supports legislative efforts to establish a statewide packaging             

stewardship program. A program would require the manufacturers of                   

packaging materials (glass, aluminum and tin to cardboard, plastic, and                 

paperboard) to assist in covering the costs of collection and recycling of the  

materials it produces. It would relieve some of the costs of collection and           

market fluctuations experienced by local government, residents and businesses 

of all sizes that choose to recycle. 

 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
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Emergency Management 
 

Will County Supports legislative efforts to increase grant amounts awarded to 

counties through the State’s Nuclear Safety Preparedness Grant Program. 

 

Will County Supports legislation that provides state funding to enhance the safety 

and security measures at K-12 schools and Higher Education campuses. 

 

Criminal Justice System 
 

Will County Supports legislation that provides state funding for all unfunded  

mandates placed on counties as a result of the implementation of the                    

provisions of the SAFE-T Act. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
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Will County Board Members  
DISTRICT #1   
  

KATIE DEANE-SCHLOTTMAN 
Cell 708-516-0495 
kdeaneschlottman@willcountyillinois.com 
  

JOE VAN DUYNE 
Cell 815-530-4388 
jvanduyne@willcountyillinois.com  
  
    

DISTRICT #2 
 
JUDY OGALLA, CHAIR 
Cell 708-710-3701 
jogalla@willcountyillinois.com   
    

FRANKIE PRETZEL 
Cell 815-405-9054 
fpretzel@willcountyillinois.com  
  
    

DISTRICT #3  

 
DANIEL J. BUTLER 
Cell  708-805-0156 
dbutler@willcountyillinois.com   
    

SHERRY NEWQUIST 
Cell  708-280-9453 
snewquist@willcountyillinois.com  
  
    

DISTRICT #4    

 
STEVE BALICH  *  
Cell 815-557-7196 
sbalich@willcountyillinois.com   
    

JIM RICHMOND 
Cell 708-308-3205 
jrichmond@willcountyillinois.com  
  

    
DISTRICT #5   
  

PARKER, ANNETTE  
Cell 815-955-9778 
aparker@willcountyillinois.com   
    

SHERRY WILLIAMS 
Cell 815-354-7291 
swilliams@willcountyillinois.com  
 
 

DISTRICT #6  
   

JANET DIAZ  
Cell 779-939-6711 
jdiaz@willcountyillinois.com 
    

DENISE WNFREY  
Work 815-723-1377 
Cell 815-258-2403 
dwinfrey@willcountyillinois.com  
    

DISTRICT #7  
   

NATALIE COLEMAN  
Cell 815-530-8687 
ncoleman@willcountyillinois.com 
  
    

VINCE LOGAN  
Cell 815-407-7171 
vlogan@willcountyillinois.com  
  

    

DISTRICT #8 
    

MICA FREEMAN  
Cell 217-474-5565 
mfreeman@willcountyillinois.com 
  
    

MARK REVIS  
Cell 815-556-9762 
markrevis@willcountyillinois.com 
  
 

    

DISTRICT #9 
    

RAQUEL M. MITCHELL  
Cell 630-936-9578 
rmitchell@willcountyillinois.com   
    

DESTINEE ORTIZ 
Cell 815-618-5227 
dortiz@willcountyillinois.com  
  
    
DISTRICT #10  
   

JULIE BERKOWICZ 
Cell 630-881-3139 
jberkowicz@willcountyillinois.com 
  
    

META MUELLER  
Cell 815-267-1243 
mmueller@willcountyillinois.com 
 
  
    

DISTRICT #11  
   

ELNALYN COSTA 
Cell 708-302-3808 
ecosta@willcountyillinois.com   
    

JACKIE TRAYNERE**  
Cell 630-240-9178 
jtraynere@willcountyillinois.com   
    

 
 
*    Republican Leader  
  

**   Democratic Leader  
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Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant  
Will County Executive 
 

countyexec@willcountyillinois.com 

jbertinotarrant@willcountyillinois.com 

(815) 774-7480 

  

 

Duffy Blackburn 
Will County Auditor 
 

wcauditor@willcountyillinois.com 

dblackburn@willcountyillinois.com 

(815) 740-4609 

 

 

Andrea Lynn Chasteen  
Will County Circuit Clerk 
  
circuit_clerk@willcountyillinois.com 

achasteen@il12thcourt.gov 

(815) 727-8592 

 
 

Lauren Staley Ferry 
Will County Clerk 
 

coclrk@willcounty.gov 

lstaleyferry@willcounty.gov  

(815) 740-4615 

 

 

Laurie Summers 
Will County Coroner 
 

coroner@willcountyillinois.com  

lhsummers@willcountyillinois.com

  

Shawn Walsh 
Regional Superintendent of Schools  
 

swalsh@willcountyillinois.com  

(815) 740-8360 

 

  
 

Karen Stukel  
Will County Recorder of Deeds 
 

kstukel@willcountyillinois.com 

(815) 740-4637 

 
 

Mike Kelley 
Will County Sheriff 
 

willcountysheriff@willcosheriff.org 

mkelley@willcosheriff.org 

(815) 727-8575 

 

 

James Glasgow 
Will County States Attorney 
  
statesattorney@willcountyillinois.com 

jglasgow@willcountyillinois.com 

(815) 727-8453 

   

 
 

Tim Brophy 
Will County Treasurer 
 

treasurer@willcountyillinois.com 

tbrophy@willcountyillinois.com  

(815) 740-4675 

Will County Elected Officials  
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Will County Leadership  

Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant    
Will County Executive  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

countyexec@willcountyillinois.com                                       
jbertinotarrant@willcountyillinois.com 
(815) 774-7480     

 
 

 
Mike Mahoney 
Will County Executive Chief of Staff 
 

mikemahoney@willcountyillinois.com 
 
Office     (815) 774-7487 
Cell   (815) 409-2581 

Judy Ogalla 
Chair of the Will County Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
countyboard@willcountyillinois.com 
jogalla@willcountyillinois.com 
 
Cell (708) 710-3701  
 
 

Kim Fladhammer 
Will County Board Chief of Staff 
 
kim.fladhammer@willcountyillinois.com 
 
Office     (815) 740-8371 
Cell   (815) 530-6095 

Steve Balich  
Republican Leader  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
sbalich@willcountyillinois.com  
 
Cell (815) 557-7196 
 

Jackie Traynere 
Democratic Leader  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
jtraynere@willcountyillinois.com  
Cell (630) 240-9178 
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